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Level 1 Lesson 15.
HOW TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT.
By Don Krow.

We're going to talk today about how to receive the Holy Spirit. Acts 10:1 says, "There was a certain man
in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band." This was a military rank,
probably a captain over a regiment. Verse 2 continues, "A devout man, and one that feared God with all
his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always." He was righteous, did
things that were right, feared God, gave much money to people in need, and the Bible says he prayed to
God always. But we are going to find out, and it will be amazing, that even though he did things right,
even though he feared God, and had a prayer life, he didn’t have a personal relationship with God
though Jesus Christ.

It says in verses 3-6, "He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day [about three o’clock in
the afternoon] an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. And when he looked
on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms
[giving] are come up for a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon
whose surname is Peter: He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall
tell thee what thou oughtest to do" (brackets mine).

This man, although he was God-fearing, righteous as far as doing things that wereright, and had a prayer
life before God, was sent an angel who told him to send for Simon Peter who would tell him what he
must do. We see in Acts 10:43 exactly what Peter was

instructed to tell him: "To give him all the prophets witness, that through his name [through the name of
the Lord Jesus] whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins" (brackets mine). Isn’t this
amazing? This man who had all these things to his credit didn’t have a personal relationship with God
through the person of Jesus Christ.

God said, "The things you're doing are great, they’re wonderful, and they are a memorial before me, but
| tell you what I’'m going to do. I’'ve sent an angel down to tell you to send for a man named Peter, and
he will tell you what you must do." In Acts 10:43, when Peter went to Cornelius’ house, he said,
"Whosoever believeth in him [the Lord Jesus Christ] shall receive the remission of sins" (brackets mine).

Now look what happened here. "While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them
which heard the word" (Acts 10:44). Cornelius was receiving as he heard of faith in Christ, and he put his
faith in Christ for the remission of his sins. As soon as he did, the Holy Spirit fell upon him and all those
that were in that house. It says in verse 45, "And they of the circumcision which believed were
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost." How did they know that? "For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God"
(verse 46).

Every time the Holy Spirit falls on an individual in the New Testament, a gift of the Holy Spirit manifests
and gives evidence that they have received the infilling of the Spirit. In the New Testament, they usually
spoke in tongues or prophesied.



| got down on my knees one evening in a field in Dallas, Texas, and said, "God, | don’t know about all this
speaking in tongues and the baptism in the Holy Spirit that people are talking about, but if there’s a way
| can praise you, a way | can magnify you, a

way | can go beyond my human English language, | want it. | started worshiping God, and as | did, the
Holy Spirit gave me a language, an utterance that | hadn’t known or learned. The Bible says in Acts 2:4,
"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and

began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." Who did the speaking? They did.
Who gave the utterance? The Holy Spirit.

Luke 11:13 says, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children: how much more
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" All you have to do right now is ask,
believe that you receive, yield yourself to God, begin to worship the Lord, and He will give you an
utterance to worship and praise Him in a language you have never learned.



