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Jackson County Commission meeting is packed
by supporters of proposed change in regulation
BY KATIE GRIFFIN
klgriffin@clickthepaperocom

The June 16 Jackson
County Board of Commis-
sioners meeting had a audi-
ence packed with people
showing their support of
Greg Brockman's appeal for
a change in the county ordi-
nance requiring a permit for
religious meetings on private
property.

The commissioners' meet-
ing room was filled to capac-
ity.

Vice Chairman Dwain
Smith called the meeting
to order and then allowed
Brockman to address the
board with his concerns with
ordinance in section 351 (d)
entitled Religious Assem-
blies. The current wording
of the ordinance reads "Reli-
gious services conducted on
a site that is not permanently
occupied by a religious as-
sembly use, not to exceed a
period of more than 15 days."

Smith presided at the
meeting in the absence of
Chairman Tom Crow.

"It was obvious to me that
the ordinance could be used
to intrude into citizens living
rooms, into their homes,"
said Greg Brockman, pastor
and leader of tent revivals
across Northeast Georgia.

Brockman explained that
•t
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Greg Brockman saki', he
worries about the impact
of the permit process on
futrue generation if the
potential for restriction of
personal freedom is not ad-
dressed by amendment.

authority shortly after he
was made aware of the or-
dinance and asked if he has
five or so people over to play
some worship music and
have a Bible study, does that
require a permit and the an-
swer to that was yes it would
require a permit.

"My opinion as a citizen
of Jackson County is that
this is overreaching, they're
nurwrpnrhino. into my livino

room, my home. I became a
Christian in 1994 and since
then I have had prayer meet-
ings and Bible studies in my
home and not once have I
thought that I need to ask the
government for permission.
I don't want to have to do
that now and I don't want my
kids to have to do that," said
Brockman.

He then read aloud from
Article I, Section I of the Bill
of Rights that states "Each
person has a natural and
inalienable right to worship
God, each according to the
dictates of that person's own
conscience; and no human
authority should, in any case,
control or interfere with
such right of conscience."

After reading this, the
audience gave a round of
applause. Brockman then
thanked the commission-
ers for their willingness to
work with them to get the
wording of this ordinance
changed. He explained that
he understands this current
board does not want to con-
trol the religious freedoms
of Jackson County citizens
but explained that 10 or 20
years from now the current
leadership will not be here to
protect these freedoms.

Brockman continued to
say that last year, they had a
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revival for 30 days and, at
the end of that revival,! a
Bible study resulted from it.
This Bible study welcomed
people who would not usu-
ally step foot into a church -
methampehtamine addicts
and drug addicts - but, at the
home Bible study, they have
somewhere to go to associ-
ate with other Christians and
from there they can find a lo-
cal church to attend.

"Now had this ordinance
been enforced, it would
have stopped this revival
from continuing for 30 days.
It would have stopped the
revival after 15 days, and
the Bible study would have
never been formed and
therefore the many people
saved would have not been
able to do so," said Brock-
man.

The current ordinance
can be interpreted in such a
way to hinder religious free-
dom.

"We believe that home Bi-
ble studies and prayer meet-
ings shouldn't be hindered
here. They should be a ben-
efit to Jackson County, not a
liability," said Brockman.

County Attorney Christo-
pher Hamilton then asked
any present citizens to stand
in agreement and everyone
there participated in a stand-
ing ovation. The board then
agreed to reevaluate the
wording of this ordinance
and to comply with the con-
cerns of the citizens. Brock-
man suggested the wording
of the amended ordinance
state something similar to
this:

"If all parking is provided
on private property, if the
assembly violates no pre-de-
termined fire code or sound
ordinances or any other
ordinance or law already
in place, then the assembly

doesn't require a permit."
Smith, who represents

District 4, then said he saw
no reason why the commis-
sioners cannot work with
Brockman and get together
to look at the recommenda-
tion so that they can move
forward in agreement with
the citizens.

"I was born and raised
on the east side of Jackson
County and we had tent
meetings there years ago and
they're not bad. I went to sev-
eral of them. My father-in-
law was a Pentecostal person
who had prayer meetings at
his house and there's nothing
wrong with it," said Smith.

Lanier Martin, board
member of the Congrega-
tional Holiness Church that
represents more than 10,000
churches, addressed the
commission saying that the
current ordinance, if left un-
changed, will hinder a new
movement coming to Jack-
son County. There will be a
new couple moving to Jack-
son County with a mission of
reaching the unreachable
people in Jackson County.
This couple will welcome
people into their home and
others' homes and host Bible
studies so that the people
who would not usually step
foot into an actual church
can get born again and es-
tablished into a local church.
There are 55 churches that
are sponsoring the new cou-
ple.

"But this new movement
cannot be limited to 15 days.
They may have home meet-
ings for one or two years, just
as long as it takes to bring
people to Jesus," said Lanier
Martin.

Smith then reassured
them by saying that he is a
Christian himself so he be-
lieves this is something very
important and that the Board
will certainly discuss fur-
ther options to re-word the
ordinance. Commissioners

Bruce Yates and Chas Hardy
also thanked the audience

for attending and said that
they hope to see this many
people at all of their meet
ings.

"If you're not a part of you
local government then some
body else will be, so please be
involved," said Yates.

"Things like this some
times get lost in the shuffle
An innocent sentence in a
book this thick can really
throw a wrench in things
when people are actually try
ing to do good," said Hardy
"Thank you for coming and
being an active participant in
your government. Your corn
munity is what you make it
what you put into it is wha
you will get out of it."

BACK TO THE AGENDA
The meeting then re

sumed with the agenda and
the addressed the issue o
the Jackson County Board
of Family and Children Ser
vices which states that the
five-year term of Henry Slo •

cum on this Board expires
June 30. The law requires
that the county commission
appoint a successor within
90 days after the vacancy
occurs. Mr. Slocum has in -

dicated that he would like
to serve another five-year
term, so Hardy made the
motion to approve Slocum
for this next term and it was
passed unanimously.

There were also two re-
quests for the rezoning. The
first request was to rezone
48.65 acres at 2200 Savage
Road in Bogart from a subdi-
vision property to an agricul-
tural proptery with just one
home. The second request
was to rezone .45 acres ,

owned by Wells Fargo Bank ,

located at 200 Old Commerce
Road Extension in Athens.
They requested to rezone
this from commercial use to
residential use. Since both
properties are located in Dis-
trict 4, Commissioner Smith
made a motion to approve
both requests and they were
approved unanimously.

The commission also ap-
proved the consent agenda
which included approval of
the bid award to Parker Traf-
fic Marking for $259,558.50.

The chairman was autho-
rized to execute the contract.

Also on the consent agenda
was the approval and autho-
rization for the chairman to
execute the 2015 capacity

We believe that home Bible studies
and prayer meetings shouldn't be
hindered here. They should be a
benefit to Jackson County, not a
liability.
Greg Brockman
Pastor
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BOC under fire over religious ordinance
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A 2012 county ordinance
came under fire Monday
night after a group of citi-
zens said it could limb reli-
gious freedom in Jackson
County.

A crowd of over 100
people attended Monday's
Eason County Board of

Commissioners meeting to
show their opposition to the
ordinance, which limits tem-
poraRy religious assemblies,
sum as tent revivals, to 15
days per year.

Greg Brockman of
Jefferson spike for the oup
and called on the HOC to
amend the ordinance.

"Our concern is that the
language could be used
to limit or monitor home

Ella studies, home church
cell groups, home prayer
meetings or any other small
gathering that may inn it a
re,ligious nature," he said.

Brockman said that in
May, a group was holding
a tent revival or priTate
property on Hwy. 124 in
West Jackson when some-
one from the county's code
enforcement office came by
and told the host that a per-
mit was required.

Brockman said Inn had
been involved with tent
revivals and in-ktme Bible
studies and prayer meetings
for over five years awl he
was not aware a permit was
requfred.

continued On page 2-1
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r "if you read the wording
of this ordinance, it could
reach into our own living
MOMS," Brockman said. "I
think that is wrong."

Brockman said he under
stands that large gatherings
may need parking and per-
mits, but that small home
study religious groups should
not need permits.

"We believe that as
American citizens and as cit-
izens of the State of Georgia,

a we should not have to ask
-

ecj 11;

ony government agency or
official for permission to
have a few people ov2r to
oar homes to pray or sing
or study or what have you,"
Brocionan said.

Loud applause and
"Amens" could be heard
several times throughout
Brockman's presentation
the BOC.

Lanier Martin also
addressed the BOC about the
ordinance.

Commissioner Dwain

ii,

Smith said the xoUflty is
the process of updaaing its
Unified Development Code
(UDC) and urged five or ski

of those in attendance at the
meeting to get together and
come up with some recom-
mendations to be considered
during the updating process.

Commissioner Bruce
Yates requested county staff
to investigate the "religious
gatherings" ordinance and
report back to the BOC.

BOC conthl









KMAN ADDRESSES BOC
Greg Brockman (standing at podium), Jefferson, spoke to the Jackson
County hoard of Commissioners on Monday in opposition to a county ordi-
nance that he said could limit religious gatherings in the county.

Photo by Sharon Hogan
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Those who filled the audience for the Jackson County Board of Commissioners' meeting
on June 16 gathered on the Jackson County Courthouse steps for photographs in celebra-
tion of the outpouring of support for Greg Brockman. Below: Katie Griffin captured County
Commissioners Bruce Yates and Dwain Smith, who presided over the meeting, county
attorney Christopher Hamilton and Commissioner Chas Hardy as they listened to Brock-
man's appeal to amend the requirement for a permit for certain religious gatherings.

agreement with the Georgia
Department of Corrections
to provide care and housing
of up to 150 state inmates at
the Jackson County Correc-
tional Institution.

Commissioner Jim Hix's
suggestion to conduct a cost
of community services study
for Jackson County was also
approved.

With the board's approval,
certificates of appreciation
will be issued to the various
facilities utilized as a vote
center for the 2014 Elec-
tions. Chairman Crow had
requested the recognition be
provided.

Bringing back up an is-
sue which Commissioner
Yates had asked Hamilton
to research, Yates inquired
if the county attorney had
determined if a commission-
approved action was legal
even if the chairman had
declined to to sign the docu-
ment. Hamilton suggested a
motion could be made to al-

low the vice chairman or the
county manager to sign such
documents.

The original matter had to
do with the contract for fire
services for the East Jackson
Fire District with the City of
Commerce.

Commissioner Chas
Hardy, whose district in-
cludes the fire district, said
he appreciated the patience
of those involved since the
contract talks have been go-
ing on for months. The com-
mission had approved an
agreement but it had not yet
been officially signed.

Hardy thanked Hamilton
for his diligence in setting up
subsquent discussions with
the Commerce attorney to to-
ward a finalized agreement.
He said the final document
should be ready to come
back to the commission on
July 7.

Hardy also urged the large
crowd to return to further
meetings.

Smith said he appreciates
the community keeping com-
missioners on their toes. He
also issued an invitation to
return. He noted that som-
times there are few in the
audience. "It gets lonely
sometimes."

Smith then thanked every-
one for their attendance and
the meeting was adjourned.

Brockman said after the
meeting that he is so thankful
for such a great turn out and
for how it was received by
the members of the Board.

"Our goal is to make it as
easy as possible and as hassle
free as possible to have gath-
erings on private property,"
assured Brockman.

Greg Brockman can be
contacted at greg@booko-
factsrevival.com

For more information
about the Jackson County
Board of Commissioners,
visit www.jacksoncounty-
gov.com.
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